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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - JANUARY 2019
BOBBY WILCOX ON “ESPIONAGE IN POWHATAN”
Happy New Year from the Powhatan Civil
War Roundtable!
This month, we are excited to welcome the
return of one of the original Leaders of the
PCWRT, Bobby Wilcox!
A longtime area resident, Bobby has been a
student of the Civil War since the age of
seven. Bobby, along with Max Travis founded
the Powhatan Civil War Roundtable in 2003.
What began as a conversation in the back
room of The Virginia Pantry has grown to the
community educational series we know today.

He was also the co-host of the Richmond
radio show "Civil War Forum" for seven
years. Presently, he and his wife Mary Anna
are restoring the legendary WSVS Radio
Station in Crewe, Virginia and formed the
Historical WSVS Radio Museum.
His talk this month will be "Espionage in
Powhatan," which led to the Battle at Sailor's
Creek.
We eagerly anticipate this presentation, and
look forward to kicking off 2019 with a bang.
Join us!

NEXT MONTH
Thursday, February 21, 2019, Phillip Greenwalt - Topic TBA
MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. Please
specify your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday
prior to each meeting. This month’s main course is tossed salad, roast beef, mashed potatoes, green
beans and dessert. Reservations must be received by January 15th.
LEADERSHIP CHANGE
Thank you to Trish and Allen Minter for their years of leadership to the PCWRT. This month, we
welcome Lyn & Pat Whitmer into their leadership roles!
PCWRT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
If you have an interest in becoming more involved with the PCWRT, or have a special skill to offer,
why not consider volunteering? New ideas and new people are the life-blood of any organization,
and the PCWRT is no different. We need new volunteers with new ideas to move forward into our
second decade. To get involved, please see one of our Leadership Committee members at our next
meeting.
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REMINDER: 2019 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Your Membership Dues for 2019 will soon be due. Again, with no increase in price to PCWRT
Membership, we hope you will encourage friends and neighbors to also join. All dues must be
received by March 31, 2019 to insure continuation of your membership
 Individual Membership - $25.00

Family Membership - $35.00

Membership includes 12 newsletters per year and entitles you to membership rates at our monthly
dinner meetings.
LOCAL EVENTS
History Happy Hour RVA: Fight Like a Girl
Location: Capital Ale House, 623 E. Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219
They were wives, mothers, daughters, and sisters –but also soldiers. For much of modern
history, women have gone to the battlefield, so there is no surprise they did this during our
country’s deadliest war.
Speaker: Morgan Floyd, ACWM
Cost: Free
Program Date: Monday, January 14, 2019 - 6:30pm
Foundry Series: Politics and the Supreme Court
Location: Historic Tredegar, RVA
Co-sponsors and Partners: John Marshall Foundation
Even during the Civil War era, political parties attempted to influence the makeup of the
Supreme Court to further political agendas. Uncover how Lincoln and the Republicans reshaped
the Court to advance the twin causes of liberty and union.
Featuring: Dr. Timothy Huebner, Rhodes College, Memphis
Moderated by Dr. Henry L. Chambers, University of Richmond School of Law
Cost: Public $10.00; American Civil War Museum Members $8.00
Make A Reservation
Program Date: Thursday, January 24, 2019 - 6:00 pm
Waters of Hope and Despair: African Americans and the Chesapeake Bay
February 2 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Pamplin Historical Park, 6125 Boydton Plank Road
Petersburg, VA 23803
Join Wisteria Perry of the Mariner's Museum as she explores the life of African Americans along
the Virginia's nearby Chesapeake Bay.
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CIVIL WAR QUOTES
The world has never had a good definition of the word liberty, and the American people, just
now, are much in want of one. We all declare for liberty; but in using the same word we do not
all mean the same thing. With some the word liberty may mean for each man to do as he pleases
with himself, and the product of his labor; while with others the same word may mean for some
men to do as they please with other men, and the product of other men's labor. Here are two, not
only different, but incompatible things, called by the same name — liberty. And it follows that
each of the things is, by the respective parties, called by two different and incompatible names —
liberty and tyranny.
President Abraham Lincoln, April 18, 1864
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
See our website’s FAQ page for a list of our most frequently asked questions. Don’t see your
question addressed there? E-mail us at PowhatanCWRT@gmail.com
THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
January 3, 1865 - Sherman readied his men to
continue their advance north to challenge Lee.
January 4, 1865 - Union troops started their
second assault on Fort Fisher; 8,000 men were
involved.
January 5, 1865 - Both General Lee and Jefferson
Davis continued to be upbeat about the South’s
military situation. Many others in the Confederacy
were much more pessimistic about the South’s
chances. Lincoln gave James W. Singleton a
Presidential pass to get through Union lines to
help facilitate a surrender.
January 6, 1865 - Davis sent a letter to the
Confederacy’s Vice-President, Alexander H
Stephens, asking for an explanation regarding
Stephens alleged association with Georgia’s peace
movement.
January 9, 1865 - The Constitutional Convention
of Tennessee voted to abolish slavery in the state.
January 11, 1865 - The Constitutional Convention
of Missouri voted to abolish slavery in the state.

A party of 300 Confederate cavalry riding in very
poor weather, launched a surprise attack on Union
positions in Beverley, West Virginia, and captured
600 Union troops.
January 12, 1865 - Jefferson Davis wrote in a letter
to Lincoln that he was willing to discuss an end to
hostilities, but only on the proviso that the South
remained independent.
January 13, 1865 - The North started a major
attack on Fort Fisher. The fort was all that
protected the port of Wilmington – the only port
that the South still had open that could trade with
Europe. Troops landed by the fort, and the
Union’s navy bombarded it from the sea.
January 14, 1865 - Union ships continued a nonstop bombardment of the fort, which received
heavy damage. Guns in the fort had to be trained
on both the approaching infantry on land, and the
ships out at sea. But all of the guns could not
concentrate on one target alone.
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site continued
January 15, 1865 - Fort Fisher fell to Union forces. The North lost a total of 1,341 men in the attack (226
killed, 1018 wounded and 57 missing). The South lost 500 men killed and wounded, with over 2,000 taken
prisoner. Wilmington was no longer able to operate as an overseas port, and the South was effectively cut off
with regards to external trade.
January 16, 1865 - Lincoln was made aware that Davis was willing to discuss peace based around the South’s
independence. He immediately dismissed the idea.
The Confederate Senate appointed General Lee as commander of all the armies of the Confederacy.
January 17, 1865 - While in Savannah Sherman issued Field Order Number 15. As his successful army
advanced in the South, it attracted many former slaves who followed it in the vanguard. Sherman’s order
handed to them confiscated or abandoned land along the Georgia coast – a maximum of 40 acres per person.
This move ensured that those former slaves who were near Sherman’s army were more than willing to help
and support it. As the news of what Sherman had done spread, so did the hopes of former slaves still in the
South.
January 19, 1865 - General Lee reluctantly accepted the title of commander-in-chief of the South’s Armies.
Lee was undoubtedly a highly skilled general but he would have been aware that even a man of his abilities
would not have the skill to stop the inevitable – a victory for the North. However a sense of duty compelled
him to accept the promotion even if it was a poisoned chalice.
January 20, 1865 - Sherman’s army headed towards South Carolina. However, its advance was severely
hampered by heavy rain that made roads all but unusable.
January 21, 1865 - Sherman’s army marched into South Carolina but faced no opposition from Confederate
forces.
January 23, 1865 - The South lost its ironclads ‘Virginia’ and ‘Richmond’. ‘Richmond’ ran aground on the
James River while ‘Virginia’ was badly damaged by Union artillery in Fort Parsons.
January 24, 1865 - Grant agreed to an exchange of prisoners. He did not believe that it would make any
difference to the campaign as he felt that the exchanged Southern prisoners would be less than keen to fight
and the South was still experiencing major problems with desertion.
January 25, 1865 - Sherman continued his advance through South Carolina, and his men only faced
skirmishes with Confederate troops. There appeared to be no sustained military attempt to stop his advance –
or there was a realization that any attempt was doomed to failure.
January 27, 1865 - Lee complained to the Confederate government in Richmond that his men were surviving
on pitiable rations, and that the major cause of desertion was the poor rations. On the same day he sent a

letter to the Governor of South Carolina that “the Confederacy was safe” as long as the civilian population
continued to give its support to the troops.
January 28, 1865 - Davis appointed senior Confederate politicians to hold informal talks with the North –
Vice-President Stephens, President of the Senate, R Turner and former US Supreme Court judge John
Campbell.
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PHILLIP GREENWALT
"IF THIS VALLEY IS LOST" THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN OF 1864
Sweep the Shenandoah Valley “clean and clear,”
National Park. Prior to his current position, Phill
spent seven years as a historian with the National
Union General-in-Chief Ulysses S. Grant ordered
in the late summer of 1864.
Park Service at George Washington Birthplace
National Monument, and Thomas Stone National
His man for the job: Maj. Gen. “Little Phil”
Historic Site. He started with the National Park
Sheridan, the bandy-legged Irishman who’d
Service as a historical interpreter intern at
proven himself just the kind of scrapper Grant
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military
loved. Grant turned Sheridan loose across
Park. He has also had the honor to be on official
Virginia’s most vital landscape, the breadbasket of
details for the Sesquicentennial of the surrender at
the Confederacy.
Appomattox Court House, and the Bicentennial
of the Battle of Fort McHenry and the writing of
This month, we welcome author and National
the Star-Spangled Banner.
Park Historian Phillip Greenwalt, co-author of
Bloody Autumn: The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of
In addition to Bloody Autumn, our speaker is also
1864.
the co-author with Daniel Davis of, Hurricane from
the Heavens: The Battle of Cold Harbor, and Calamity in
Our speaker is a full-time contributor to Emerging
Carolina: The Battles of Averasboro and Bentonville.
Civil War, a public history-oriented platform for
With Rob Orrison, he is currently working on the
sharing original scholarship related to the
first book in the new Emerging Revolutionary War
American Civil War. He is also the co-founder of
Series, due out next year.
Emerging
Revolutionary
War
(www.emergingrevolutionarywar.org).
Phill graduated from George Mason University
with a M.A. in American History and also has a
Phill is currently a Supervisory National Park
B.A. in history from Wheeling Jesuit University.
Ranger of the Shark Valley District of
Interpretation and Visitor Services of Everglades
Join us on February 21st at the County Seat!
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, March 21, 2019, John V. Quarstein presenting on the H.L. Hunley.
MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. Please specify
your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each
meeting. This month’s main course is roast pork, saffron rice, tossed salad, veggie, and dessert. Reservations
must be received by February 19th.
PCWRT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
If you have an interest in becoming more involved with the PCWRT, or have a special skill to offer, why not
consider volunteering? New ideas and new people are the life-blood of any organization, and the PCWRT is
no different. We need new volunteers with new ideas to move forward into our second decade. To get
involved, please see one of our Leadership Committee members at our next meeting.
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REMINDER: 2019 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Your Membership Dues for 2019 will soon be due. Again, with no increase in price to PCWRT Membership,
we hope you will encourage friends and neighbors to also join. All dues must be received by March 31, 2019
to insure continuation of your membership
 Individual Membership - $25.00
 Family Membership - $35.00
Membership includes 12 newsletters per year and entitles you to membership rates at our monthly dinner
meetings.
LOCAL EVENTS
Pamplin Park Valentine Tea
February 9 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
At Pamplin Historical Park’s Valentine Tea ladies
and gentlemen in period dress will teach guests
19th-century etiquette while they enjoy gourmet
tea and snacks. Attendees will also learn about the
significance of flowers and how to create the
perfect bouquet.
Park Members $20, Non-Park Members $24
History Happy Hour RVA: Freedom's First
Generation
Program Date: Monday, February 11, 2019 6:30pm
Location: Triple Crossing Brewery - Fulton, 5203
Hatcher Street, Richmond VA 23231
Discover the stories of African Americans, who
were the first of their generation to experience
freedom after the Civil War and emancipation.
Find out what the research at East End and
Evergreen cemeteries has revealed.
Speakers: Brian and Erin Palmer, Friends of East
End Cemetery
Cost: Free

Book Talk: "September Morn the Dunker
Church of Antietam Battlefield"
Program Date: Saturday, February 23, 2019 1:00pm
Location: White House of the Confederacy
Heavily damaged during the battle of Antietam,
the Dunker Church served as a hospital after the
battle and later suffered collapse before being
rebuilt. Discover how the history of this church is
interwoven with that of Stonewall Jackson, Clara
Barton, Abraham Lincoln, and even Mark Twain.
With author Terry Barkley. Terry Barkley served
as archivist and museum curator at Bridgewater
College in Virginia, a Brethren-related institution
and holds degrees and a graduate certificate from
the University of North Alabama, The Citadel,
University of Alabama, and Harvard University.
He retired in 2012 as director of the Brethren
Historical Library and Archives (BHLA) at the
Church of the Brethren General Offices in Elgin,
Illinois. That same year he delivered the 150th
anniversary commemorative lecture on the
Dunker Church of Antietam Battlefield at the
Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren
in St. Louis. Terry has also lectured in the Dunker
Church at Antietam National Battlefield. He is an
independent scholar and musician and lives in
Lexington, Virginia. This is his fourth book.
Cost: Free
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 2019 SYMPOSIUM
Program Date: Saturday, March 2, 2019 - 9:30am
Location: Library of Virginia
The 2019 Symposium will share with attendees some of the ideas and insights that have informed the
planning of the American Civil War Museum’s new flagship exhibition, “A People’s Contest: Struggles for
Nation and Freedom in Civil War America.” The symposium will feature the historian advisers who helped
shape the exhibit lecturing on the importance of military history, of African Americans, and of Southern
Unionists, and fundamental questions of causation and “contingency” in the Civil War.
In addition to the historian advisers, the symposium will feature a keynote address by Jon Meacham, the
Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer of Thomas Jefferson, George H. W. Bush, and most recently, author of The
Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels. The symposium will be held at the Library of Virginia (800 E.
Broad St., Richmond, Virginia, 23219) on Saturday, March 2, from 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 pm.
Other speakers include:
• Dr. Edward Ayers is Tucker-Boatwright Professor of History and President Emeritus, University of
Richmond, and president of the Museum’s Board of Trustees.
• Dr. Cassandra Newby-Alexander is Professor of History and Dean of the College of Liberal Arts at
Norfolk State University and formerly director of the Joseph Jenkins Roberts Center for African
Diaspora Studies.
• Dr. Paul Quigley is James I. Robertson, Jr., Associate Professor in Civil War Studies at Virginia Tech
and director of the Center of the Virginia Center for Civil War Studies.
• Dr. Kathryn Shively is Associate Professor of History at Virginia Commonwealth University.
• Dr. Elizabeth Varon is Langbourne Williams Professor of American History at the University of
Virginia and associate director of the John L. Nau III Center for Civil War History.
Cost: $65; $40 for ACWM members; $20 for students Make A Reservation
THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
February 1, 1865 - Illinois became the first state to
ratify the 13th Amendment.
February 5, 1865 - Union troops made further
inroads into Confederate defenses around
Sherman continued his advance through South
Petersburg. If Petersburg fell, Richmond would be
Carolina.
the next target. Therefore Petersburg had major
significance for both sides in the war. Desertion
February 3, 1865 - Lincoln met the three
was a major issue in the Confederate Army and
Confederate representatives (Stephens, Turner
the main cause of desertion was lack of food.
and Campbell) on the ‘River Queen’ in Hampton
Lee’s request for more food for the Army of
Roads. Lincoln rejected their peace plan based on
Northern Virginia was met with silence in
an independent South. He told them bluntly that
Richmond. This was more because they had no
America was one nation and one nation only.
way of addressing Lee’s request more than
Lincoln insisted that the Union had to be restored
indifference to the suffering of the soldiers.
before anything else was discussed.
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
February 7, 1865 - Lee’s men drove back Union troops at Boydton Plank Road but by now he only had
46,000 men to defend 37 miles of trenches – about 1200 men per mile.
February 8, 1865 - Sherman’s men continued their policy of destroying empty buildings as they advanced
through South Carolina. This resulted in the Confederate general, Wheeler, complaining to Sherman that
accommodation was being destroyed. However, Sherman had given orders that no building that was occupied
should be destroyed but unoccupied ones should be.
February 9, 1865 - Jefferson Davis offered an amnesty to anyone who deserted the Confederate Army as long
as they returned to their regiment within 30 days.
February 11, 1865 - Sherman cut off Augusta from Charleston by cutting the Augusta-Georgia railway. One
of the Confederate’s few remaining armies was based in Charleston and it was in danger of being surrounded.
February 14, 1865 - Jefferson Davis urged the defenders of Charleston to hold until the last possible moment.
February 15, 1865 - Sherman’s army approached Columbia.
February 16, 1865 - Sherman’s troops arrived on the south bank of Columbia and the city was evacuated.
Charleston prepared to evacuate.
February 17, 1865 - Columbia was occupied by Sherman’s troops. Most of the city was burned to the ground.
Some said the fires were started by retreating Confederate cavalry units but most accept it was men from
Sherman’s army. Men from Sherman’s army were actively pursued by Sherman’s provost guard, which would
seem to indicate their guilt. Sherman later refused to express his sorrow for the destruction of Columbia.
Charleston was also evacuated.
February 18, 1865 - Charleston surrendered.
February 20, 1865 - The Confederate House of Representatives passed a bill authorizing the use of slaves as
soldiers.
Wilmington, the last port that the Confederates possessed, was bombarded by Union forces.
February 21, 1865 - A sign of the divided opinion within the Confederacy: the Senate postponed a debate on
whether the Confederacy should use slaves as soldiers.
The defenders of Wilmington prepared to evacuate the port.
February 22, 1865 - Union troops entered Wilmington.

February 27, 1865 - Union troops started a major move up the Shenandoah Valley. 10,000 Union cavalry
advanced against severely depleted Confederate units.
February 28, 1865 - One of the Union cavalry divisions in the Shenandoah Valley was commanded by George
Armstrong Custer.
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JOHN V. QUARSTEIN – THE H. L. HUNLEY
We are excited to welcome on March 21st, our
dear friend, historian, preservationist, lecturer and
author, John V. Quarstein, who will explore the
legend of the Confederate submarine, H.L. Hunley.

The First Battle, and The Monitor Boys: The Crew of
the Union’s First Ironclad. His newest book is Sink
Before Surrender: The CSS Virginia

John is the Chief Development Officer at The
Mariners' Museum and Park, Director of the USS
Monitor Center and Foundation, and Historian of
the City of Newport News.
John served as
director of the Virginia War Museum for over
thirty years and, is always in demand as a speaker
throughout the nation.

He also has produced, narrated and written several
PBS documentaries, such as Jamestown: Foundations
of Freedom and the film series Civil War in Hampton
Roads, which was awarded a 2007 Silver Telly. His
latest film, Hampton From The Sea To The Stars, was
a 2011 Bronze Telly winner. His more recent film
projects have been Pyrates of the Chesapeake and
Tread of the Tyrants Heel: Virginia’s War of 1812
Experience.

John has been involved in a wide variety of
historic preservation initiatives including the
creation of Civil War battlefield parks like
Redoubt Park in Williamsburg or Lee’s Mill Park
in Newport News as well as historic house
museums such as Lee Hall Mansion and Endview
Plantation. His current preservation endeavors
feature the Rebecca Vaughan House, Lee Hall
Depot, Causey’s Mill, Big Bethel Battlefield and
Fort Monroe. John Quarstein also serves on
several boards and commissions such as Virginia
Civil War Trails, Virginia War of 1812
Bicentennial Commission Advisory Council and
the Newport News Sesquicentennial Commission.
Our speaker is the author of numerous books,
including Fort Monroe: The Key to the South, A History
of Ironclads: The Power of Iron Over Wood, Big Bethel:

John is the recipient of the national Trust for
Historic Preservation’s 1993 President’s Award
for Historic Preservation; the Civil War Society’s
Preservation Award in 1996; the United
Daughters of the Confederacy’s Jefferson Davis
Gold Medal in 1999; and the Daughters of the
American Revolution Gold Historians Medal in
2009. Besides his lifelong interest in Tidewater
Virginia’s Civil War experience, Quarstein is an
avid duck hunter and decoy hunter and decoy
collector. He lives on Old Point Comfort in
Hampton, Virginia, and on his family’s Eastern
Shore farm near Chestertown, Maryland.
We hope you will join us on Thursday, March 21,
2019 at the County Seat Restaurant!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. Please specify
your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each
meeting. This month’s main course is corned beef, cabbage, red potatoes and dessert. Reservations must be
received by March 19th.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, April 18, 2019, Speaker and Topic TBA.
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IN MEMORIAM
With heavy hearts we must announce that William Garnett, a long-time PCWRT member and volunteer,
passed away peacefully on Monday, February 18, 2019. William was the first person in his family to attend
college when he began at Hampden-Sydney College. After transferring to the Medical College of Virginia to
complete his pharmacy degree, he was selected as a member of Rho Chi Academic Honor Society in
Pharmacy, and graduated in 1969.
William was introduced to the beautiful and intelligent Mary Anne Thompson by his pharmacy school
roommate. They married in 1970 and after working as a pharmacist at MCV, he pursued further education to
receive his PharmD from the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science. Upon graduation, he became a
professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill for three years.
In 1976, an opportunity arose to return to the Medical College of Virginia as a professor and he returned
home to the state he loved. William loved his work, but it did not define him and he was a very humble man.
Many of his friends outside of pharmacy circles may never have known that he had a national reputation in
his field. His research primarily focused on epilepsy and gastroenterology and he was an important part of
introducing a large number of the pharmaceuticals to market which are still helping epilepsy patients today.
He loved teaching, researching, writing and advising many students in their doctoral work as MCV
transitioned into VCU. Through it all, he loved puns and his eyes twinkled when he was telling a joke, which
was most of the time.
We at the PCWRT valued William’s dedication, and are grateful for the many excellent speakers he scheduled
for us. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Mary Anne, and his family. He will be greatly missed.
CIVIL WAR QUOTES
What a cruel thing is war; to separate and destroy families and friends, and mar the purest joys and
happiness God has granted us in this world; to fill our hearts with hatred instead of love for our
neighbors, and to devastate the fair face of this beautiful world! I pray that, on this day when only peace
and good-will are preached to mankind, better thoughts may fill the hearts of our enemies and turn them
to peace. … My heart bleeds at the death of every one of our gallant men.
Robert E. Lee, December 1862
LOCAL EVENTS
American Civil War Museum’s HHH
Elizabeth Van Lew and the “one absorbing desire of her heart”
Program Date: Monday, March 11, 2019 - 6:30pm
Location: 23rd and Main
One of Richmond’s unsung heroines is also one of its most reviled villains. Explore the life and legacy of this
Richmond native, slaveowner, abolitionist, and spymaster. How did she infiltrate the Confederate
government? How has her image evolved over time?
Speaker: Tally Botzer, ACWM / Cost: Free
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REMINDER: 2019 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Your Membership Dues for 2019 are due.
 Individual Membership - $25.00 / 

Family Membership - $35.00

THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
By March 1865 the situation for the South was
March 8, 1865 - The Confederate Senate voted in
hopeless. Despite this obvious military point,
favor (by 9 to 8) of using slaves as troops.
Sherman continued with his policy of destroying
anything that might assist the South.
March 11, 1865 - Sherman’s troops entered
Fayetteville.
March 1, 1865 - To hinder Sherman’s advance,
Confederate troops destroyed bridges over the
March 12, 1865 - Sherman continued with his policy
Middle Shenandoah.
of destroying any building that might have a future
military use. This time it was Fayetteville’s turn to
March 2, 1865 - Custer led a successful attack against
suffer as shops, machine tool shops, arsenals,
Confederate positions at Waynesboro, Virginia. This
foundries, etc., were all burned down. Sherman’s rule
victory all but ended Confederate military activity in
was that no inhabited civilian homes should be
the Shenandoah Valley.
touched, but no one then could effectively control a
Lee sent a letter to Grant that proposed a meeting.
fire once it had started and much of Fayetteville, as
with many other towns and cities, had wooden based
March 3, 1865 - In a sign that many believed the war
buildings.
was coming to an end, Congress created a Bureau
for the Relief of Freedmen and Refugees. Its task
March 13, 1865 - Jefferson Davis signed into law the
was to supervise ownership of abandoned land and
act allowing African Americans to become soldiers
providing work for the displaced African American
in the Confederate Army. It was assumed that any
population.
slave who volunteered to fight would be given his
freedom once the war was at its end.
Grant received a message from Lincoln forbidding
any meeting with Lee in case discussions drifted into
March 16, 1865 - Sherman’s men clashed with a
Confederate force near Averasborough, North
political issues.
Carolina. The South lost 800 men while Sherman
March 4, 1865 - Lincoln was inaugurated for his
lost 650. However, the Confederates were forced to
second term in office. Still failing to face reality, the
retreat.
Confederate Congress met to discuss and approve a
new design for the Confederacy’s flag.
March 17, 1865 - The North started a major
campaign to capture Mobile, Alabama. MajorMarch 6, 1865 - Sherman marched his army into
General E Canby commanded a force of 32,000
North Carolina with his main target being
men, against 10,000 Confederate troops commanded
Fayetteville. Union forces controlled the port of
by General Maury.
Wilmington, therefore supplying Sherman’s large
army was relatively easy. The food issue that had a
March 18, 1865 - The Confederate Congress met for
devastating impact on Lee’s Army of Northern
the very last time.
Virginia was much less of a problem for Sherman.
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site continued
17,000 Confederates led by General Joe Johnston concentrated at Bentonville, North Carolina in an attempt to
stop the advance of Sherman. In the immediate vicinity Johnston faced 17,000 Union soldiers, but the remainder
of Sherman’s army and other Union units in North Carolina – an extra 90,000 men were not far away. Johnston’s
task looked hopeless.
March 19, 1865 - Johnston commenced his attack against Union troops. He had initial success but news of the
fighting compelled Sherman to move nearly 45,000 Union troops to Bentonville.
March 20, 1865 - Sherman’s army easily outflanked Johnston’s army, and Sherman decided to concentrate his
attack on Johnston’s center. Johnston had to withdraw his army two miles and lost over 2,600 men. Sherman lost
1,500 killed and wounded.
March 22, 1865 - A Union force commanded by Major-General James Wilson started its march to Selma, the last
manufacturing city in the Confederacy.
March 23, 1865 - The combined might of the Union Army in North Carolina joined at Goldsborough – 90,000
troops in total. Sherman’s advance north had served another very important purpose – supplies collected in the
Carolinas and due for Lee’s army around Richmond, never got there as they were captured by the speedily
advancing Union army. Sherman described his advance as “like the thrust of a sword through the heart of the
human body.”
March 24, 1865 - Lee could only muster 35,000 fit men at Petersburg. He decided that they had to break out if
they were to live to fight another day. He ordered General John Gordon to lead the breakthrough.
March 25, 1865 - Gordon started his attempt to break out of Petersburg. It was a failure. The Unionist defenders
near Fort Stedman, the scene of the attempted breakout, lost 1,500 men killed and wounded. However, the
Confederates lost a disastrous 4,000 men – many of whom surrendered.
March 26, 1865 - Grant planned to trap Lee’s army once and for all by placing his men around Petersburg so that
Lee could not initiate any other attempted breakout.
March 27, 1865 - Lincoln met with Grant and Sherman at City Point, Virginia. It was at this meeting that,
according to Sherman, Lincoln agreed that any Confederate soldier would become a US citizen immediately after
surrendering his weapons.
Mobile was besieged by Union forces.
March 28, 1865 - Grant prepared the Army of the Potomac for what he assumed would be the last offensive
against Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Grant had an army of 125,000 men while Lee could muster a total of
50,000 men. But many of those in Lee’s army were far from fit enough to fight in battle. Lee still harbored a desire
to break out of Petersburg and march to join up with Johnston’s men in North Carolina. It was a plan that he was
not able to carry out.
March 29, 1865 - Grant started his attack against the Army of Northern Virginia.
March 30, 1865 - Lee’s army, aided by torrential rain, coped with the attacks. However, Lee had over-extended his
army along their defensive front so while he could defend more ground, his line was very thin almost everywhere

and very open to a successful assault. For example, near the Dinwiddie Court House, Lee’s men who numbered
10,000 faced 50,000 Union troops.
March 31, 1865 - Confederate forces faced with overwhelming odds started to withdraw from some
entrenched positions outside of Petersburg.

of their
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2019
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN STRINGFELLOW
SPY FOR JEB STUART, AND UNSUNG HERO OF THE CIVIL WAR
Born on June 18, 1840, Benjamin Franklin
Stringfellow volunteered to fight for the
Confederacy, but was turned down due to his
slight build. At five foot eight, and 100 pounds,
Stringfellow endeavored to prove his value by
reconnoitering the Powhatan Troop, Company E
of the Fourth Virginia Cavalry. The seemingly
frail 21 year old captured three guards at gunpoint
and marched them to the Company Commander’s
tent. Persuaded that the young man had some
skills to offer, he was sworn in on May 28, 1861.
Coming to the attention of J.E.B. Stuart, who
referred to Stringfellow as “A young man of
extraordinary merit,” he was asked to become
Stuart’s personal scout, and proceeded to spend
the war gathering intelligence in imaginative ways.
By posing as a dentist, and hiding under the
petticoats of an Alexandria woman to escape
Union troops, his espionage exploits became the
stuff of legends. Crossing the enemy’s lines
multiple times, he eventually drew attention to
himself by refusing to drink to Lincoln’s health.
Stringfellow was captured, exchanged, and
captured again. Escaping near the end of the war,
Frank Stringfellow was 25 years old, penniless,
with a $10,000 price on his head. When the war
was over, he made his way to Canada to try to
start anew.
This month, we are excited to present Charles
Wissinger, the Director of Operations at
Richmond
Discoveries,
a
non-profit
organization, founded in 1985 to provide

educational and historical tours, and Richmond's
oldest educational tour company.
Charles is a professional actor who loves history.
A graduate of Ferrum College with a BA in
Theatrical and Performing Arts, he has worked on
stage, in films, television, and commercials. Our
speaker has combined his love for acting with his
love for history by researching and creating an
interpretation of historical figures, from the
Revolutionary War, the Civil War, the War of
1812 and World War II, that played significant
roles in the development of the United States of
America.
Charles started working in living history as a Reenactor recreating the Second Virginia
Convention where Patrick Henry gave his famous
'Liberty or Death' speech. Since then Wissinger
has expanded his repertoire to include portraying
James Madison, writer of the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights; Marquis de Lafayette, hero of
the Revolution; Major John Andre, the British
officer who convinced Benedict Arnold to change
sides; Francis Scott Key, author of the Star
Spangled Banner; Edgar Allan Poe, author, poet,
editor, literary critic; Benjamin Franklin
Stringfellow, spy for J.E.B. Stuart and unsung
hero of the Civil War; and Audie Murphy, the
most decorated soldier of World War II.
See our website, and click here for more
information on Charles and Richmond
Discoveries.
We eagerly anticipate this
presentation. Join us!

NEXT MONTH
Thursday, May 16, 2019 - Sarah Bierle presenting on the Battle of New Market.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2019
MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This month’s
main course is roast turkey, veggie, stuffing, mashed potato, and dessert. Please specify your dining
preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each meeting.
CIVIL WAR QUOTES
Lee, the result of the last week must convince you of the hopelessness of further resistance on the part of
the Army of Northern Virginia in this struggle. I feel that it is so, and regard it as my duty to shift from
myself the responsibility of any further effusion of blood, by asking of you the surrender of that portion of
the C.S. Army known as the Army of Northern Virginia.
~ Ulysses S. Grant in a letter to Robert E. Lee April 7, 1865 ~
LOCAL EVENTS
History Happy Hour RVA: Diamonds, Education,
Emancipation and Race: The Family of Silas
Omohundro
Location: Havana 59
Silas Omohundro was a white slave trader in preCivil War Richmond. His third wife Corinna and
their children were legally his human property.
Encounter the contrasts between Silas’ family and
material life and that of the enslaved people he
bought and sold.
Speaker: Emmanuel Dabney, Historian
Cost: Free
Program Date: Monday, April 8, 2019 - 6:30pm
Pamplin Park, Park Day 2019
April 13 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
This annual event is sponsored by the Civil War
Trust and brings history enthusiasts together in an
effort to help keep our nation’s heritage not only
preserved, but pristine. Join the Pamplin
Historical Park team to help beautify aspects of
our 424-acre park.
“Since 1996, the Civil War Trust has sponsored
Park Day, an annual hands-on preservation event
to help Civil War — and now Revolutionary War
& War of 1812 — battlefields and historic sites
take on maintenance projects large and small.
Activities are chosen by each participating site to

meet their own particular needs and can range
from raking leaves and hauling trash to painting
signs and trail buildings.”-Civil War Trust
Volunteers should meet at The National Museum
of the Civil War Soldier (Park Entrance) dressed
in work attire. Water, gloves, and eye protection
will be provided to volunteers. Pre-registration is
required. For more information and preregistration call (804) 861-2408.
Book Talk: Raising the White Flag: How
Surrender Defined the American Civil War
Location: White House of the Confederacy
The American Civil War began with a laying down
of arms by Union troops at Fort Sumter, and
ended with a series of surrenders, most famously
at Appomattox Courthouse. In the intervening
four years, both Union and Confederate forces
surrendered en masse on scores of occasions. In
no other American war did surrender happen so
frequently.
David Silkenat will discuss his book which
provides the first comprehensive study of Civil
War surrender, focusing on the conflicting social,
political, and cultural meanings of the action.
Cost: Free
Program Date: Saturday, April 20, 2019 - 2:00pm
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
April 1, 1865 - The attack on Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia continued. Union troops were
April 5, 1865 - General Lee gathered what was left
especially successful at Five Forks, Virginia, where
of his command group at Amelia Court House.
nearly 50% of the Confederate force was taken
Here he expected to find rations for his men, but
prisoner.
none had been sent.
April 2, 1865 - Grant launched an all-out attack
against Lee’s army before dawn. Thick fog
covered the attackers and the thinly defended
Confederate line outside Petersburg, Virginia was
broken in many places. The Army of Northern
Virginia pulled back to Amelia Court House, just
40 miles from Richmond. Panic swept through
the Confederacy’s capital and many evacuated the
city, followed by looting and a general breakdown
in law and order.
Grant’s men occupied Petersburg, leaving nothing
between Petersburg and Richmond to stop the
approach of Union forces.
Selma, Alabama was taken when nearly 3,000
Confederate soldiers surrendered.
April 3, 1865 - The US flag was flown in
Richmond as Union troops entered the city.
Jefferson Davis and his cabinet fled their capital
on a train that took them to Danville, Virginia.
What was left of the Army of Northern Virginia
fled in a westward direction from the city.
April 4, 1865 - President Lincoln visited
Richmond and was greeted and cheered by former
slaves and Union supporters. Grant decided that
an active pursuit of Lee’s men was not required,
but followed them on a parallel course. Grant
hoped that what had happened at Petersburg
would lead to Lee’s army imploding, with many
soldiers simply trying to return home. However,
Grant was wary about any attempt by Lee to link
up with what was left of Joe Johnston’s men.

April 6, 1865 - Lee continued his retreat, but now
mutiny was a concern. General Ewell had to
surrender his men at Sayler’s Creek when they
refused to carry out his order to fight advancing
Union troops.
April 7, 1865 - Grant called on Lee to surrender
the Army of Northern Virginia. Lee was
effectively surrounded by a very large Union force.
April 8, 1865 - Lee decided to try to break through
Grant’s lines and continue his retreat, however, he
cautioned this decision with one rider – if nearby
Union cavalry forces were supported by Union
infantry, he would surrender. Lee assumed that
Grant’s cavalry was further advanced than the
infantry. If this was not the case, he believed that
any attempted breakout was doomed to failure.
April 9, 1865 - The Army of Northern Virginia
fought its last battle against Union infantry. Lee
and Grant met at Appomattox Court House
where Grant presented Lee with the terms of
surrender. Grant allowed all Confederate officers
to keep their own personal weapons and their
horses if they claimed ownership. Lee rode back
to what was left of the Army of Northern Virginia
and told them: “Go to your homes and resume
your occupations. Obey the laws and become as
good citizens as you were soldiers.”
Mobile, Alabama fell when 16,000 Union troops
attacked a much smaller Confederate force.
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
April 10, 1865 - The Army of Northern Virginia received rations from Grant’s men. In a final address to his men
Lee wrote: “With an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country, and a grateful
remembrance of your kind and generous consideration of myself, I bid you an affectionate farewell.”
April 11, 1865 - Sherman continued with his task of hunting down what was left of General Johnston’s army.
April 12, 1865 - The Army of Northern Virginia formally surrendered its weapons and flags at Appomattox.
April 14, 1865 - President Lincoln met Grant to discuss the status of the war. In the evening he went to Ford’s
Theatre to see the comedy “Our American Cousin.” At 10:00 p.m. Lincoln was shot in the back of the head by
John Wilkes Booth. The assassin made his escape by jumping on to the stage from the Presidential box, exiting
the theater to a waiting horse.
April 15, 1865 - Lincoln died at 7:22 a.m. At 11.00 a.m. Andrew Johnson was sworn in as President.
Doctor, Samuel Mudd treated John Wilkes Booth’s badly damaged his leg, which was injured when he leapt onto
the stage during his escape. Ultimately, Mudd would be sentenced to life in prison for helping Booth.
April 16, 1865 - Sherman received a message from General Johnston asking for a cessation of hostilities with a
view to negotiating a surrender.
April 17, 1865 - Sherman and Johnston met at Durham Station. During the talks Johnston made it clear that he
included other armies in the surrender, not just his own.
April 18, 1865 - Sherman and Johnston continued their discussions. The terms of surrender went beyond military
issues. Sherman guaranteed Southerners political rights as laid down in the US Constitution. The document also
stated “the US government is not to disturb any of the people by reason of the late war, so long as they abstain
from acts of hostility and obey the law.” Sherman received a great deal of criticism regarding this and politicians in
Washington saw him as interfering in political issues that were outside of his military focus. In his defense,
Sherman claimed that he was doing what Lincoln would have wanted as part of his policy of reconciliation.
April 19, 1865 - Jefferson Davis learned of the death of President Lincoln. Lee wrote to Davis advising him that
any form of guerrilla warfare against the victorious Union forces was folly.
April 21, 1865 - Lincoln’s body started its journey to Springfield, Illinois.
April 24, 1865 - Grant met with Sherman and criticized him for trespassing on political issues when he drew up the
settlement with Johnston. He ordered Sherman to resume hostilities against Johnston until a proper surrender had
been negotiated with a political input rather than a sole military one.
April 25, 1865 - Sherman met with Johnston and told him that hostilities would have to begin between the two
armies within 48 hours. Johnston informed Jefferson Davis that he would have to surrender to Sherman
regardless of what terms were laid down.
April 26, 1865 - General Johnston surrendered his army to Sherman who adopted the same terms as Grant had
done for Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Sherman even provided Johnston’s men with transport to their homes.

Federal troops surrounded a farm near the Rappahannock River where John Wilkes Booth was hiding along with
accomplice David Herold, who surrendered. Booth chose instead to fight, and was killed.
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THE BATTLE OF NEW MARKET
This month we welcome Sarah Kay Bierle to
discuss the events featured in her new book,
Call out the Cadets, about the Battle of New
Market.
Sarah Kay Bierle is co-managing blog editor
for Emerging Civil War. She has a B.A. in
History from Thomas Edison State University
and is exploring and enjoying her career
path as a historian, writer, speaker, and living
history enthusiast.
“History, research, and writing are my
passion,” she says. “I desire to make history
more understandable and accessible to
Americans who stumble through school
thinking history is a collection of random
dates, places, and events. Through thoughtprovoking writing, I want people to
reconsider the past and find lessons which
may inspire them to live more courageously
today.”
Sarah’s website, Gazette665 is dedicated to
helping the public learn about history through
quality publications and exciting events. To
date, the company has published three books

and over 400 blog posts, and has recently
launched a YouTube Channel and first history
video series, which focuses on Sarah’s new
non-fiction book, Call out the Cadets, about the
Battle of New Market.
Much of Sarah’s research focuses on real
people and their trials and successes of
everyday life in challenging eras, with a
primary focus on the Civil War. Her interests
include the war’s effects on maritime industry,
the civilians’ struggles, surgeons and medical
care, and officers and families of Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley. She has published an
award-winning, historical novel about civilians
at the Battle of Gettysburg, a collection of
historical Christmas stories, and a historical
novel about the Civil War’s effects on a
lighthouse family.
When not researching and writing, Sarah
enjoys spending time with her family and
friends, reading classic literature, quilting, and
traveling. She maintains a personal history
blog at http://www.gazette665.com, and
you
can
follow
Sarah
on
Twitter @sarahkaybierle

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main course is Shrimp Alfredo, salad, and dessert. Please specify your dining preference
when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each meeting.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, June 20, 2019: Gary Dyson, a Civil War Correspondent in New Orleans
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CIVIL WAR QUOTES
"Put the boys in, and may God forgive me for the order."
General John C. Breckinridge
LOCAL EVENTS
Book Talk: The Million-Dollar Man Who
Helped Kill a President: George
Washington Gayle and the Assassination
of Abraham Lincoln
Program Date: Saturday, May 11, 2019 1:00pm
Location: Historic Tredegar
Cost: Included with admission; free to
ACWW members
Think you know all there is to know about
President Lincoln’s assassination? Think
again, as attorney and author Christopher Lyle
McIlwain delves into the story of George
Washington Gayle, the man behind the deadly
scheme to kill Lincoln, Vice President
Andrew Johnson, and Secretary of State
William Seward.
Christopher Lyle McIlwain, Sr., has been
practicing law for more than three decades in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. His other passion is the
study of nineteenth century history. He is the
author of two previous books, Civil War
Alabama (U. of Alabama Press, 2016), the
winner of the McMillan Prize, and 1865
Alabama: From Civil War to Uncivil Peace (U.
of Alabama Press, 2017). Chris has also
published several articles in a variety of
history journals.
Memorial Day at Pamplin Park May 27 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Pamplin Historical Park & The National
Museum of the Civil War Soldier will offer a

full schedule of daily programs on Memorial
Day, Monday May 27. The Park will open
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and activities are
included with regular museum admission.
A special Memorial Day program will begin at
12:30 p.m. During this program, visitors will
hear Jake Wynn, Director of Interpretation at
the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine, speak about Clara Barton’s
Missing Soldiers Office in Washington D.C.
Barton’s efforts helped thousands of family
members and friends find out the fate of their
soldier loved ones in effort to hopefully
reunite or gain closure. The program will also
include an artillery firing followed by the
presentation of the colors and a playing of
Taps.
A Breakthrough Battlefield Tour will give
visitors a chance to learn about the events of
April 2, 1865 which is followed by bugle calls
and a Civil War camp life demonstration. The
viewing of “War So Terrible” which follows
two Civil War soldiers, Benjamin Franklin
Meyers of the Union and Andrew Jackson
Stewart of the Confederacy, will be shown in
the Battlefield Center. Programming will
conclude with Civil War musical selections
performed by the Haversacks & Hardtack
String Band in the Education Center.
All events and activities included with Park
admission.
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THIS MONTH IN THE CIVIL WAR 1865 - Courtesy History Learning Site
May 1st - A military commission made up of eight army officers was established by President Johnson to
try the people arrested for Lincoln’s assassination.
May 2nd - Johnson offered a reward of $100,000 for Jefferson Davis. Johnson, along with many other
people in the North, believed that Davis had been complicit in Lincoln’s assassination. Thinking
Southerners would rally around him, Davis met with the army commanders he had left, and told them
that the fight could go on. They told him bluntly that it could not.
May 4th - President Lincoln was buried in Springfield, Illinois. The remaining forces for Alabama,
Mississippi and eastern Louisiana, some 42,000 Confederate troops, surrendered at Citronelle, Alabama.
May 9th - Davis disbanded the large retinue of troops protecting him and chose to travel in a much
smaller group. Those who had been protecting Davis were ordered to go home.
May 10th - President Johnson declared resistance “may be regarded as virtually at an end.” Jefferson
Davis was captured at Irwinsville, Georgia, by men from the 4th Michigan Cavalry.
May 12th - Those accused of being involved in the assassination of Lincoln were put on trial. All pleaded
not guilty. However, the mood of the country was barely forgiving and this resonated with those in
charge of the military commission. Mercy was not expected. Even Mary Surratt, who owned the
boarding house where John Wilkes Booth stayed, was on trial for her life. All eight arrested were found
guilty and four, including Surratt, were sentenced to death. These four were hanged on July 7th, despite
many calls for clemency for Surratt. The four not condemned received prison sentences; one died in
prison but by 1869 the other three had all been pardoned.
May 22nd - Johnson announced that all trade restrictions with Southern ports, with the exception of
Galveston, La Salle, Brazos Santiago and Brownsville, would be lifted effective July 1st. Jefferson Davis
was imprisoned at Fort Monroe, Virginia.
May 23rd - The Army of the Potomac paraded through the streets of Washington DC.
May 24th - Sherman’s army, which had done so much to weaken the military ability of the South,
paraded through the capital. Sherman was still not popular with some political figures in the government,
primarily Secretary of War Stanton. However, his military achievements in the field were considerable in
that he achieved what he set out to achieve, regardless of the method.
May 27th - Johnson ordered the release of many of those held as prisoners of war.
May 29th - Johnson issued a general amnesty for those who had fought against the North. All property
was restored except for slave ownership. However, there were exceptions. Senior political and military
figures had to personally apply for a pardon, as did those who had left a military or judicial position in
the North to join the Confederate Army. However, Johnson was generous in this and by the end of
1865, he had granted 13,000 pardons.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2019
A CIVIL WAR CORRESPONDENT IN NEW ORLEANS WITH GARY DYSON
Gary L. Dyson is a resident of Mount Airy,
Maryland. He graduated from Oregon State
University with a degree in natural resources
and is a Marine Corps veteran. Despite his
previous vocations in engineering and as an
environmental specialist he has always been a
history buff, sometimes a French and Indian
War reenactor, and presently a genealogist.
The study of the American Civil War has been
his passion since he was a pre-teen, and living
near the major battlefields of the east helped
cultivate that passion. First person accounts
are his favorite, and having family ancestors
that "saw the elephant" enable new accounts
to be told.
The subject of his book, A Civil War
Correspondent in New Orleans is Albert Gaius
Hills, a relative of his wife, Emily. He lived
from 1829-1879, not quite reaching fifty. As a
correspondent for the Boston Journal from
before the war until 1863 he witnessed the
war in the Gulf and on the Mississippi.
Knowing the dangers he might face he took
out a life insurance policy before heading to
war. Ever the entrepreneur he took special
note of the sights along the Gulf and
pondered the possibilities of economic
potential. He made particular notes of ships
and officers and Union efforts against Biloxi
and Pensacola. As he entered the Mississippi

on April 1, 1862, he was honest about the
fears he had entering enemy territory. He
mentions that he was under fire on multiple
occasions during the assault on Forts Jackson
and St. Phillip and received his reports from
ships in the battle by rowing his "press gig"
from ship to ship, fighting the strong current
to cover the story. After the forts fell he
covered the early occupation while anchored
off Algiers (Slaughterhouse Point) but it is not
certain if he ventured into the city. He knew
both Butler and Banks very well and
supported the efforts to return Louisiana to
the Union. While in New Orleans he served in
the 4th Louisiana Native Guards and became
co-editor of The Era.
Transcribing his detailed journals and war
reports was as challenging as it was rewarding.
His handwriting was terrible and now the
author needs reading glasses. Had he lived a
few years longer Hills would likely have
published these himself, but the added
narrative helps tie things together and make
more sense out of them.
We are excited to welcome this speaker to the
Roundtable this month, and Gary will have
his book, A Civil War Correspondent in New
Orleans available for purchase at our meeting.
We hope you will join us!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main course is tossed salad, fried chicken, baked sweet potato, peas & corn and dessert.
Please specify your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the
Tuesday prior to each meeting.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2019
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, July 18, 2019: Dan Welch, on the Gettysburg Campaign
LOCAL CIVIL WAR PROJECT
In Search of the Powells by Allison
Herring
This unique blog by local Civil War researcher
Allison Herring, details her experiences
researching of Harriet Lee Powell and her
family, who operated a boarding school for
girls in Winchester, VA that attracted the
daughters of elite families across the state. As
a result of the Civil War, the Powells closed
the school, and the family fled Winchester in
the spring of 1862. With no income, and
nowhere to go, they had to separate and
endure that catastrophe on their own. Their
letters record a complete account of life at the
various homes where they lived and the
events they witnessed.
Click here to go on this adventure with
Allison.
LOCAL EVENTS
American Civil War Museum on June 22 Philip Gerard on his new book:
The Last Battleground: The Civil War
Comes to North Carolina.
To understand the long march of events in
North Carolina from secession to surrender is
to understand the entire Civil War—a
personal war waged by Confederates and

Unionists, free blacks and the enslaved, farm
women and plantation belles, Cherokee
braves and mountaineers, conscripts and
volunteers, gentleman officers and poorbocker privates. In the state's complex
loyalties, its sprawling and diverse geography,
and its dual role as a home front and a
battlefield, North Carolina embodies the
essence of the whole epic struggle in all its
terrible glory.
Philip Gerard presents this dramatic
convergence of events through the stories of
the individuals who endured them—reporting
the war as if it were happening in the present
rather than with settled hindsight—to capture
the dreadful suspense of lives caught up in a
conflict whose ending had not yet been
written. As Gerard reveals, whatever the
grand political causes for war, whatever great
battles decided its outcome, and however
abstract it might seem to readers a century
and a half later, the war was always personal.
Philip Gerard is professor of creative writing
at the University of North Carolina
Wilmington. His previous books include
Down the Wild Cape Fear.

Established 2003
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Feeding Body & Soul - June 22 @ 10:30 am - June 23 @ 4:00 pm
Feeding Body & Soul programs will include several 30-minute cooking demonstrations at both
theTudor Hall Plantation and the Military Encampment areas. These programs will occur
multiple times daily, so that visitors will have several opportunities to view them regardless of when
they arrive.
Staff in period attire at Tudor Hall will demonstrate open hearth cooking skills and meal preparation
for several common dishes. Visitors are invited to join in on discussions to include period methods
of acquiring ingredients, preservation, preparation, and serving meals.
Visitors can also join soldiers at the nearby Military Encampment as they demonstrate camp fire
cooking skills by preparing a few common soldier meals. Explanations on how period military
rations were prepared, packaged, transported, and distributed will also be provided.
A special Tudor Hall Plantation walking tour titled “Feeding Body and Soul: Plantation Foodways”
will be offered at 11:00-11:45 am, and again from 2:00-2:45 pm. The Tudor Hall walking tour for
this special event weekend will focus on and incorporate the various garden vegetables and edible
demonstration crops that are grown at Pamplin Historical Park. Particular attention will be paid to
explaining the similar and different items that plantation owners and the enslaved consumed in their
diets. This includes the means of production, primary methods of preparation, and how food was
distributed on many Southside Virginia plantations.
The Breakthrough Battlefield Tour will also be offered twice during the day, from 1:00-1:45 pm, and
again from 3:00-3:45 pm. Additional emphasis will be placed on Grant’s ever-lengthening and Lee’s
ever-shortening supply lines, the US Military Railroad, and how these factors improved or
threatened the common soldier’s ability to receive rations. A discussion about soldier morale, which
was partly linked to their diets, will also be included.
All event programs are included with regular daily paid admission.
I Spy: A Civil War Spy Academy - June 25 @ 9:00 am - June 26 @ 4:30 pm
During this two-day camp, participants will hear the stories of several Civil War spies, both Union
and Confederate, who did what they could to help their cause through covert means. Campers will
learn about the skills needed to be an effective spy; everything from code breaking to effective
disguises. Campers will also discover some the technology used during the Civil War that assisted
spies in their work. The telegraph and the hot air balloon were both relatively new inventions that
clandestine agents exploited during the war. By the end of the experience, not only will campers
have a better understanding of spying during the Civil War but, they will also have had a hands-on
experience pretending to be spies and complete a group spy mission. The camp is open to ages 8-11.
Each day of the camp is from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. Campers must pre-register and make payment.
Camp cost is $100 per camper. Call (804) 861-2408 for more information and to pre-register for the
camp.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - JULY 2019
DAN WELCH - HOW DID THEY GET HERE? THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN
The three days of battle in a small
Pennsylvania town during July 1863 are
considered by many to be the turning point if
the Civil War. Seminary Ridge, Little Round
Top, The Peach Orchard and Pickets Charge
are names that are familiar to even the most
modest Civil War student.
For the 156th anniversary of the Battle of
Gettysburg, we welcome Dan Welch who will
help us follow the Union and Confederate
armies northward across Virginia, Maryland,
and into Pennsylvania during the weeks
leading up to the battle of Gettysburg and
examine the many battles and events that
impacted both before the first shot of July 1,
1863.
Dan Welch currently serves as a primary and
secondary educator with a public school
district in northeast Ohio. Previously, Dan
was the education programs coordinator for

the Gettysburg Foundation, the non-profit
partner of Gettysburg National Military Park,
and continues to serve as a seasonal park
ranger at Gettysburg National Military Park.
Our speaker received his BA in Instrumental
Music Education from Youngstown State
University and a MA in Military History with
a Civil War Era concentration at American
Military University. Welch has also studied
under the tutelage of Dr. Allen C. Guelzo as
part of the Gettysburg Semester at Gettysburg
College.
Dan’s first book, The Last Road North: A Guide
to the Gettysburg Campaign, 1863, was released as
part of the Emerging Civil War Series in June
2016. He currently resides with his wife,
Sarah, in Boardman, Ohio.
We look forward to Dan’s presentation, and
encourage you and a guest to join us!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main course is tossed salad, lasagna, and dessert. Please specify your dining preference
when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each meeting.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, August 15, 2019, Robert Dunkerly - The Fall of Richmond

Established 2003

HOT OFF THE PRESSES
August 6th, 2019 Simon & Schuster will be publishing Douglas Waller’s new book, LINCOLN’S
SPIES: Their Secret War to Save a Nation. LINCOLN’S SPIES tells the story of espionage in the Civil
War’s eastern theater through the lives of four Union agents: Allan Pinkerton, Lafayette Baker,
George Sharpe and Elizabeth Van Lew. See our website for more information.
LOCAL EVENTS
Pamplin Park
From Forests to Fields
July 20 @ 10:30 am - July 21 @ 4:00 pm
Pamplin explores the mid-19th century efforts to use wood in civilian products and military
construction on July 20-21, 2019 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily.
Programs will include several 30-minute woodworking demonstrations at both the Plantation and
the Military Encampment areas. These programs will occur multiple times daily, so that visitors
will have several opportunities to view them regardless of when they arrive.
Staff in period attire at Tudor Hall will demonstrate woodworking skills and the required tools used
in the production of common items of the era. Visitors are invited to join in on discussions to
include period methods of selecting, cutting and marketing wood products.
Visitors can also join Civil War soldiers at the nearby Military Encampment as they demonstrate the
construction of earthworks, revetments and other obstacles. Several finished examples will be on
hand and guests are encouraged to help weave gabion baskets used in earthwork construction.
Discussions will include how soldiers used every part of the tree for different purposes from
firewood to building fabrication.
A specially tailored Tudor Hall Plantation walking tour titled “From Forests to Fields” will be
offered at 11:00-11:45 am, and again from 2:00-2:45 pm. The Tudor Hall walking tour this particular
day will focus on and incorporate the necessary removal of timber to create the fields where cash
crops grew. Particular attention will be paid to explaining the different types of wooden structures
commonly found on Southside Virginia plantations and their various methods of construction.
Opportunities for comparing and contrasting the master’s, and the enslaved (both domestic and
field slaves) living quarters as well as their role in the deforestation and construction processes will
also be covered. Enslaved people, from field hand to skilled slaves (carpenters, joiners, and coopers)
worked with and made products fashioned from wood virtually every day of their lives.
Tours of the Breakthrough Battlefield Tour will be offered twice during the day, from 1:00-1:45 pm,
and again from 3:00-3:45 pm. Additional emphasis will be placed on comparing and contrasting
today’s battlefield landscape to that of period photographs that vividly illustrate the denuded terrain.
Guides will also stress how soldiers constructed earthworks using local timber during the Petersburg
Campaign. Tour discussions will also include sharing quotes from soldiers on both sides who
described their use of timber and their thoughts on the denuded landscape during the Petersburg
Campaign.
All event activities and programs are included with regular daily paid admission.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2019
ROBERT DUNKERLY - THE FALL OF RICHMOND
This month we look forward to Robert M. Dunkerly, historian, award-winning author, and speaker
to discuss the fall of Richmond.
Bert is actively involved in historic preservation and research, and holds a degree in History from St.
Vincent College and a Masters in Historic Preservation from Middle Tennessee State University. He
has worked at nine historic sites, written eleven books and over twenty articles. His research includes
archaeology, colonial life, military history, and historic commemoration
Our speaker is currently a Park Ranger at Richmond National Battlefield Park. He has visited over
400 battlefields and over 700 historic sites worldwide. When not reading or writing, he enjoys hiking,
camping, and photography.
We look forward to his presentation on August 15th at the County Seat!
MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main course is catfish, fried potatoes, cole slaw, hush puppies & dessert. Please specify
your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior
to each meeting.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, September 19, 2019, Eric Whittenburg, Topic TBA
CIVIL WAR QUOTES
“There is no sound of life, but the stillness of a catacomb, only as our footsteps fall dull on the deserted
sidewalk, and a funeral troop of echoes bump their elfin heads against the dead walls and closed shutters
in reply, and this is Richmond. Says a melancholy voice: "And this is Richmond."
George Alfred Townsend
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2019
LOCAL EVENTS
Book Talk: “Attack at Daylight and Whip Them” with author Greg Mertz
Location: Historic Tredegar
Program Date: Saturday, August 17, 2019 - 1:00pm
The bloodshed that resulted from the two-day Battle of Shiloh exceeded anything America had ever
known in its history. Learn how this battle unfolded and how the horrific casualty count
rewrote America’s notions of war.
Cost: Talk is included with admission, free for members
Buzz’n & Weav’n at Pamplin Park
August 17 @ 9:00 am - August 18 @ 5:00 pm
Celebrate National Honey Bee Day over the entire weekend at Pamplin Park. The Buzz’n & Weav’n
event pays homage to beekeepers whose labors insure that we have bees to pollinate crops while
also exploring the art of hand spinning natural fibers from animals over the centuries.
Programs will include a bee petting zoo by Rockwood Park Backyard Beekeepers Association and
Haley’s Honey Meadery will have mead, honey and bee pollen to share with visitors as they also
explain the process to harvest and produce these sweet products. The Huguenot Beekeepers
Association will display observation bee hives and explain the daily efforts and processes that these
hard working little insects go through to provide so much to humankind.
The Clothos Handspinners Guild will demonstrate traditional and modern spinning wheels, drop
spindles and share various activities of the fiber arts. Visitors will learn about the process to dye yarn
and how that has changed over the years. In addition to our own sheep and their wool contribution,
Mardelian Farms will have goats and a display with discussion about goat byproducts, milk and soap.
Craft activities will be included with admission for children to create and take home bee and sheep
or goat related projects.
A specially tailored Tudor Hall Plantation walking tour will be offered. The Tudor Hall walking tour
this particular weekend will focus on and incorporate the plantation activities surrounding
beekeeping and production of their sweet delights. The various animals, such as our own sheep, that
produce fiber will also be discussed along with types of products made from wool and other natural
fibers.
All event activities and programs are included with regular daily paid admission.
Foundry Series: Slavery from 1619 to the Civil War
Location: Historic Tredegar
Program Date: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 - 6:00pm
How did the “peculiar institution” grow into a system that enslaved nearly 4 million individuals in
1860? Examine the origins and expansion of American slavery and how it pushed the nation into
war nearly 250 years after the first documented Africans arrived in Virginia.

Cost: $10 general admission, $8 for members
Click here to Make A Reservation
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2019
RUSH'S LANCERS: THE SIXTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY IN THE CIVIL WAR
This month our friend, Eric J. Wittenberg
returns to Powhatan to share his expertise on
the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Eric grew up in Reading, Pennsylvania, home
to many of the original members of the Sixth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and he became
interested in the exploits of the Federal horse
soldiers when he made his first visit to the
Gettysburg National Military Park as a third
grader.
Our speaker is an award-winning historian,
blogger, speaker and tour guide. His specialty
is Civil War cavalry operations, and much of
his work has focused on the Gettysburg
Campaign. He is the author of 18 published
books on the Civil War and more than three
MENU OPTIONS
This month’s main course is tossed salad,
baked chicken, rice pilaf, broccoli & cheese,
dessert. Please specify your dining preference
when you submit your pre-paid reservation,
which is due the Tuesday prior to each
meeting.

dozen articles that have appeared in various
national magazines.
Eric also deeply involved in battlefield
preservation work and often assists the Civil
War Trust with its efforts, and is also a
member of the Governor of Ohio’s Advisory
Commission on the Sesquicentennial of the
Civil War. He is a native of southeastern
Pennsylvania, and was educated at Dickinson
College and the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law.
Eric maintains a personal blog, Rantings of a
Civil War Historian, and is an attorney in
private practice. He and his wife Susan and
their three golden retrievers reside in
Columbus, Ohio.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, October 17, 2019, Steward
Henderson - Fighting for Their Freedom: The
US Colored Troops

LOCAL EVENTS
History Happy Hour: Bonds of Iron–Slavery and Richmond's Tredegar Ironworks
Location: Patrick Henry's Pub & Grille | 2300 E. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23223
The most enduring image of American slavery is that of African Americans laboring in fields, but the
industrialists of Richmond demonstrated that slavery could flourish in manufacturing. Examine the life
and labor workers at Tredegar Iron Works through records held at the Library of Virginia.
Speaker: Gregg Kimball, Library of Virginia
Cost: FREE
Program Date: Monday, September 9, 2019 - 6:30pm
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LOCAL EVENTS continued
Foundry Series: Slavery from 1619 to Civil War
Location: Historic Tredegar
Co-sponsors and Partners: The Black History Museum & Cultural Center of Virginia and the Virginia
Museum of History and Culture
How did the “peculiar institution” grow into a system that enslaved nearly 4 million individuals in 1860?
Examine the origins and expansion of American slavery and how it pushed the nation into war nearly 250
years after the first documented Africans arrived in Virginia.
FEATURING: Ed Ayers, Ph.D., University of Richmond, Cassandra Newby-Alexander, Ph.D., Norfolk
State University, Alphonso F. Saville, IV, Ph. D, Georgetown University
Cost: $10 general admission, $8 for members Make A Reservation
Program Date: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 - 6:00pm
Book Talk: “Too Much for Human Endurance: The George Spangler Farm Hospitals and the Battle
of Gettysburg”
Location: Historic Tredegar
Discover the untold stories of the Spangler family, their farm, the medical workers who labored to save lives,
and the men who suffered and died there during the Battle of Gettysburg.
With Ronald D. Kirkwood.
Cost: Talk is included with admission, free for members
Program Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 - 1:00pm
Teacher Workshop: Countering Myths in the Classroom
Location: Historic Tredegar
Co-sponsors and Partners: Virginia Museum of History and Culture
Workshop different strategies for tackling complicated history with ACWM educators and historian and
educator Kevin Levin (also the author of Searching for Black Confederates: The Civil War's Most Persistent
Myth). How can we arm students with media literacy skills to counter myths? How can fostering empathy
help us understand historical figures--iconic and lesser-known--as well as our role in history? The workshop is
from 5:00–7:00pm. Space is limited, register online today.
Cost: FREE but registration required. Make A Reservation
Program Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 - 5:00pm
Breakthrough Brew & Wine Fest
October 5 @ 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Gather in Pamplin Park’s Freedom Garden to enjoy beer, wine, live music and more at the Pamplin Park
Breakthrough Brew & Wine Fest. Between 11:00 am and 5:00 pm attendees can enjoy live music provided by
mid-Atlantic bands Joe’s Day Off and the Rhythm Kings which will perform a mix of country, folk and top
40 selections.
Breweries represented by Brown Distributing and various wineries to include American Way Country Wines
will provide tasting samples. Food and craft vendors will also be present to satisfy any hunger while providing
opportunities to purchase locally made products to take home.

Tasting tickets are $25.00 in advance and $30.00 at the gate. Non-tasting tickets are available at the regular
Park admission price and all tickets include admission to the Park and the festival. Tickets are available for
purchase online at www.eventbrite.com and in person at the Park.
Each ticket includes five beer tastings and five wine tastings, along with a collectible beer cup and special
event wine glass to take home. Full servings of beer and wine can be purchased for $5.00 each. A valid photo
identification is required upon entry, for proof of age to consume alcohol which is 21 years of age. Attendees
are welcome to bring chairs and blankets but, coolers and tents are not allowed at the festival.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2019
RUSH'S LANCERS: THE SIXTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY IN THE CIVIL WAR
This month our friend, Eric J. Wittenberg
returns to Powhatan to share his expertise on
the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Eric grew up in Reading, Pennsylvania, home
to many of the original members of the Sixth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and he became
interested in the exploits of the Federal horse
soldiers when he made his first visit to the
Gettysburg National Military Park as a third
grader.
Our speaker is an award-winning historian,
blogger, speaker and tour guide. His specialty
is Civil War cavalry operations, and much of
his work has focused on the Gettysburg
Campaign. He is the author of 18 published
books on the Civil War and more than three
MENU OPTIONS
This month’s main course is tossed salad,
baked chicken, rice pilaf, broccoli & cheese,
dessert. Please specify your dining preference
when you submit your pre-paid reservation,
which is due the Tuesday prior to each
meeting.

dozen articles that have appeared in various
national magazines.
Eric also deeply involved in battlefield
preservation work and often assists the Civil
War Trust with its efforts, and is also a
member of the Governor of Ohio’s Advisory
Commission on the Sesquicentennial of the
Civil War. He is a native of southeastern
Pennsylvania, and was educated at Dickinson
College and the University of Pittsburgh
School of Law.
Eric maintains a personal blog, Rantings of a
Civil War Historian, and is an attorney in
private practice. He and his wife Susan and
their three golden retrievers reside in
Columbus, Ohio.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, October 17, 2019, Steward
Henderson - Fighting for Their Freedom: The
US Colored Troops
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LOCAL EVENTS
History Happy Hour: Bonds of Iron–Slavery
and Richmond's Tredegar Ironworks
Location: Patrick Henry's Pub & Grille | 2300 E.
Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23223

Book Talk: “Too Much for Human
Endurance: The George Spangler Farm
Hospitals and the Battle of Gettysburg”
Location: Historic Tredegar

The most enduring image of American slavery is
that of African Americans laboring in fields, but
the industrialists of Richmond demonstrated that
slavery could flourish in manufacturing. Examine
the life and labor workers at Tredegar Iron Works
through records held at the Library of Virginia.
Speaker: Gregg Kimball, Library of Virginia

Discover the untold stories of the Spangler family,
their farm, the medical workers who labored to
save lives, and the men who suffered and died
there during the Battle of Gettysburg.

Cost: FREE
Program Date: Monday, September 9, 2019 6:30pm
Foundry Series: Slavery from 1619 to Civil War
Location: Historic Tredegar
Co-sponsors and Partners: The Black History
Museum & Cultural Center of Virginia and the
Virginia Museum of History and Culture
How did the “peculiar institution” grow into a
system that enslaved nearly 4 million individuals in
1860? Examine the origins and expansion of
American slavery and how it pushed the nation
into war nearly 250 years after the first
documented Africans arrived in Virginia.
FEATURING: Ed Ayers, Ph.D., University of
Richmond, Cassandra Newby-Alexander, Ph.D.,
Norfolk State University, Alphonso F. Saville, IV,
Ph. D, Georgetown University
Cost: $10 general admission, $8 for members
Make A Reservation
Program Date: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 6:00pm

With Ronald D. Kirkwood.
Cost: Talk is included with admission, free for
members
Program Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 1:00pm
Teacher Workshop: Countering Myths in the
Classroom
Location: Historic Tredegar
Co-sponsors and Partners: Virginia Museum of
History and Culture
Workshop different strategies for tackling
complicated history with ACWM educators and
historian and educator Kevin Levin (also the
author of Searching for Black Confederates: The
Civil War's Most Persistent Myth). How can we
arm students with media literacy skills to counter
myths? How can fostering empathy help us
understand historical figures--iconic and lesserknown--as well as our role in history? The
workshop is from 5:00–7:00pm. Space is limited,
register online today.
Cost: FREE but registration required. Make A
Reservation
Program Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 5:00pm
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LOCAL EVENTS continued
Breakthrough Brew & Wine Fest
October 5 @ 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Gather in Pamplin Park’s Freedom Garden to enjoy beer, wine, live music and more at the Pamplin Park
Breakthrough Brew & Wine Fest. Between 11:00 am and 5:00 pm attendees can enjoy live music provided by
mid-Atlantic bands Joe’s Day Off and the Rhythm Kings which will perform a mix of country, folk and top
40 selections.
Breweries represented by Brown Distributing and various wineries to include American Way Country Wines
will provide tasting samples. Food and craft vendors will also be present to satisfy any hunger while providing
opportunities to purchase locally made products to take home.
Tasting tickets are $25.00 in advance and $30.00 at the gate. Non-tasting tickets are available at the regular
Park admission price and all tickets include admission to the Park and the festival. Tickets are available for
purchase online at www.eventbrite.com and in person at the Park.
Each ticket includes five beer tastings and five wine tastings, along with a collectible beer cup and special
event wine glass to take home. Full servings of beer and wine can be purchased for $5.00 each. A valid photo
identification is required upon entry, for proof of age to consume alcohol which is 21 years of age. Attendees
are welcome to bring chairs and blankets but, coolers and tents are not allowed at the festival.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2019
Steward Henderson - Fighting for Their Freedom: The US Colored Troops
This month we look forward to Steward
Henderson’s presentation on the history of
the United States Colored Troops. Our
speaker is a park ranger and historian with the
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National
Military Park. He has been serving in this
capacity since May 2007, after spending 2
years as a volunteer.
Our speaker retired from Sun Trust Bank as a
Senior Vice President in the Retail Group of
the Greater Washington Region in 2005, after
a 35 year career in the financial services field.
He attended Howard University, the Institute
of Financial Education, the American Bankers
Institute, and the Consumer Bankers
Association Graduate School of Retail Bank
Management.
Steward has had a life-long interest in the
Civil War and is a co-founder of the 23rd
Regiment United States Colored Troops,
which is affiliated with Friends of the

Fredericksburg Area Battlefields and the John
J. Wright Educational and Cultural Center
Museum in Spotsylvania County, Virginia.
The 23rd USCT is a Civil War living history
organization representing the soldiers of the
original 23rd USCT. These African American
men were the first black soldiers to fight in
directed combat against Confederate General
Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia.
Steward is also a member of the 54th
Massachusetts Volunteers Co. B, a Civil War
reenactment and living history organization,
representing the African American regiment
made famous in the battle of Fort Wagner.
This unit was made popular by the movie,
“Glory.”
Our speaker is also a member of the Civil War
Trust, and the Central Virginia Battlefield
Trust. We hope you will join us on October
17th at the County Seat!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main Course: tossed salad, meatloaf, mashed potato, green beans and dessert. Please
specify your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday
prior to each meeting.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, November 21, 2019 – Speaker and topic to be announced.
SILENT AUCTION
Beginning in November the PCWRT members and guests will have the opportunity to bid via silent
auction on several sets of complete written works, such as The Time-Life Series on the Civil War, a
three-book collection by Bruce Canton, a three-volume collection by Shelby Foote, and others.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2019
CIVIL WAR QUOTES
“Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letter, U.S., let him get an eagle on his
button, and a musket on his shoulder and bullets in his pocket, there is no power on earth that
can deny he has earned the right to citizenship.”
~Frederick Douglass~
LOCAL EVENTS
History Happy Hour: One Image Two Freedom Fighters
Location: Graduate Richmond | 301 West Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23220
Discover how the photo of USCT Pvt. Hubbard Pryor became a national recruitment tool and then vanished
from memory only to resurface as a depiction of Gabriel, the enslaved man who planned a large-scale
rebellion in 1800. Speaker: Ana Edwards, ACWM
Special thanks to Graduate Richmond for hosting the event
Cost: Free
Program Date: Monday, October 14, 2019 - 6:30pm
History Happy Hour: No Safety for Union Men
Location: Charley's | 707 Graves Mill Road, Lynchburg, VA 24502
On April 16, 1866, a race riot erupted in Norfolk, Virginia. Discover the limits of the U.S. Army’s protection
for African Americans and their civil rights when faced with ex-Confederates' paramilitary violence during the
early years of Reconstruction. Speaker: Brianna Kirk, Ph.D. candidate, University of Virginia
Cost: FREE
Program Date: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 - 6:30pm
Voices from the Shadows
Pamplin Park October 25 @ 6:30 pm - October 26 @ 8:30 pm
Costumed guides portraying “agents of death” will lead participants by candlelight on a spine-chilling tour
through the historic park and Breakthrough Battlefield. At each stop, guests will encounter an escaped
prisoner on the run, a guard on picket duty being ambushed, a surgeon performing grisly work in a field
hospital and more.
These and other ghouls will recount their stories and share some of the more macabre and spirit-filled
folklore from the past. Tours will be accompanied by sights and sounds that heighten the senses while
breaking the silence of the night.
Based on true figures folklore and stories of the Civil War era, the naturally haunting atmosphere of Pamplin
Historical Park gives visitors a rare opportunity to experience the Park and battlefield after dark. “Words have
no power to impress the mind without the exquisite horror of their reality.” – Edgar Allen Poe

This event is offered on Friday, October 25 and Saturday October 26 at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Space is
limited and reservations are required. RSVP on Eventbrite to ensure a spot on the tour. Admission is $12 for
adults and $6 for children ages 6-12. The minimum recommended age for this nighttime tour is six years old.
Flashlights are recommended for all tour participants. Call 804-861-2408 for reservations and directions.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2019
Derek Maxfield - Hellmira: The Union's Most Infamous POW Camp of the Civil War
Long called by some the “Andersonville of
the North,” the prisoner of war camp in
Elmira, New York, is remembered as the
most notorious of all Union-run POW camps.
Confederate prisoners called it “Hellmira.” It
existed for only a year—from the summer of
1864 to July 1865—but in that time, and for
long after, it became darkly emblematic of
man’s inhumanity to man.
This month, Derek Maxfield explores the
horrors of this notorious prison. Our speaker
is an associate professor of history at Genesee
Community College in Batavia, NY, where he
is also coordinator of the college’s Historical
Horizons Lecture Series
In 2013 Derek Maxfield was awarded the
SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in
Scholarship and Creative Activities for his

work coordinating the college’s programs
related to the Civil War sesquicentennial,
which included a lecture series, annual
encampment, essay contests and more.
Maxfield holds a Bachelors of Arts degree
from SUNY Cortland and a Master of Arts
degree from Villanova University. He is also a
PhD candidate at the University of Buffalo,
where he is ABD (all but dissertation). Among
Maxfield’s research interests are 19th century
politics and culture, especially Victorian death
ways and the Civil War.
Our speaker lives in Churchville, NY, with his
wife, Christine, and his two children—
daughter Quincy, 15, and son Jesse, 13.
We hope you and a guest will join us on
November 21st at the County Seat!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s main Course: roast turkey, mashed potato, stuffing, green beans, cranberry sauce, and
dessert. Please specify your dining preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is
due the Tuesday prior to each meeting.
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, December 19, 2019, Michael K. Shaffer - In Memory of Self and Comrades
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2019
LOCAL EVENTS
Book
Talk
with Donald Miller:
Vicksburg–Grant's Campaign That Broke
the Confederacy
Location: Historic Tredegar
Co-sponsors and Partners: Fountain Books
The surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi on
July 4, 1863 was the decisive victory of the
Civil War. Grant’s conquest opened the
Mississippi to Union commerce and severed
the Confederacy. Discover how the Vicksburg
Campaign ignited a social revolution in
Mississippi and eastern Louisiana that
culminated in the violent overthrow of
plantation
slavery.
Cost: Free. Registration encouraged.
Make a Reservation
Program Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 6:00pm
Civil War Lecture: Robert Smalls and CSS
Planter
Presented by John V. Quarstein, Director
Emeritus, USS Monitor Center
November 9 @ 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Lecture begins at 2:30 PM
Civil War lectures are free with Museum
admission, but reserving a seat is suggested as
seating is limited.
On the evening of May 13, 1862, enslaved
wheelman Robert Smalls disguised himself as
CSS Planter’s captain and slipped past five
Confederate forts to surrender to the Union
blockade ship USS Onward off Charleston,
S.C. He took his family and several other crew
members’ families behind Union lines to help
attain their freedom. Smalls then served the
Union as a pilot on Planter as well as on other

ships such as the ironclad USS Keokuk. After
the war he served three terms in Congress and
was one of South Carolina’s leading African
American citizens until his death in 1915.
Reserve seats here.
History Happy Hour RVA: The Dogs of
Belle Isle
Location: Bottoms Up Pizza | 1700 Dock
Street, Richmond, VA 23223
Dogs frolic freely on Belle Isle today, but they
played into the story of the prison camp, too.
Just what happened to the camp
commandant's beloved bulldog and what can
the variations on the Dog Story tell us about
the infamous prison camp?
Speaker: John Coski, ACWM
Cost: FREE
Program Date: Monday, November 11, 2019 6:30pm
Tea & Tidings
December 7, 2019 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Location: Pamplin Park
A gourmet Holiday tea and tasty treats await
adult guests as they enjoy period music while
being taught 19th Century etiquette by ladies
and gentlemen in period dress. Participants
will also learn about the customs and stories
of the season during the Civil War era.
Date: December 7, 2019
Time: 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Organizer: Pamplin Historical Park
Phone: 804-861-2408
Email:memberservices@pamplinpark.org
Website: www.pamplinpark.org
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - DECEMBER 2019
MICHAEL K. SHAFFER - IN MEMORY OF SELF AND COMRADES
THOMAS WALLACE COLLEY'S RECOLLECTIONS OF CIVIL WAR SERVICE IN
THE 1ST VIRGINIA CAVALRY
This month, as we close out the 16th year of
the PCWRT, we welcome Civil War historian,
instructor, lecturer, newspaper columnist, and
author, Michael K. Shaffer to discuss his
newest book, In Memory of Self and Comrades,
Thomas Wallace Colley's Recollections of Civil War
Service in the 1st Virginia Cavalry.
University of Tennessee Press says of our
speaker’s book, “Thomas W. Colley served in
one of the most active and famous units in
the Civil War, the 1st Virginia Cavalry, which
fought in battles in the Eastern Theater, from
First Manassas/Bull Run to the defense of
Petersburg. Colley was born November 11,
1837, outside Abingdon, Virginia, and grew
up knowing the daily demands of life on a
farm. In May 1861, along with the other
members of the Washington Mounted Rifles,
he left his home in Washington County and
reported to camp in Richmond. During the
war, Colley received wounds on three
different occasions: first at Waterloo Bridge in
1862, again at Kelly’s Ford in 1863, and finally
at Haw’s Shop in 1864. The engagement at
Haw’s Shop resulted in the amputation of his
left foot, thereby ending his wartime service.
The first modern scholarly edition of Colley’s
writings, In
Memory
of
Self
and
Comrades dramatizes Colley’s fate as a

wounded soldier mustered out before the
war’s conclusion. Colley’s postwar reflections
on the war reveal his struggle to earn a living
and maintain his integrity while remaining
somewhat un-reconciled to his condition. He
found much of his solace through writing and
sought to advance his education after the war.
As one of an estimated 20,000 soldiers who
underwent amputation during the Civil War,
his memoirs reveal the challenges of living
with what many might recognize today as
post-traumatic stress disorder. Annotations
from editor Michael K. Shaffer provide
further context to Colley’s colorful and
insightful writings on both his own condition
and the condition of other veterans also
dealing with amputations.”
Michael K. Shaffer is a member of the Society
of Civil War Historians, Historians of the
Civil War Western Theater, and the Georgia
Association of Historians. He teaches Civil
War Courses at Kennesaw State University's
College of Professional Education, and at
Emory University, and frequently speaks to
various groups across the country.
We hope you will join us, and bring a guest at
the County Seat the third Thursday of this
month!

MENU OPTIONS
The County Seat offers our members and guests a main course, or the soup and salad bar. This
month’s Main Course: tossed salad, Italian sampler and dessert. Please specify your dining
preference when you submit your pre-paid reservation, which is due the Tuesday prior to each
meeting.
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POWHATAN CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE NEWSLETTER - DECEMBER 2019
NEXT MONTH
Thursday, January 16, 2020 – Speaker and Topic TBA

LOCAL EVENTS
A Christmas Past
December 7 @ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Experience the holidays in 19th century style.
Families will enjoy the opportunity for
children to meet a ‘Thomas Nast’ Santa Claus
including photo opportunities and the chance
to enjoy cookies and hot chocolate. Thomas
Nast is considered to be the “Father of the
American Cartoon” and among his most
notable works is his creation of the modern
version of Santa Claus.
Children will have the opportunity to
participate in a craft making activity where the
finished holiday craft can be taken home or
presented as a gift to a friend. Guests are
invited to sign a holiday card for mailing to
active duty soldiers serving abroad away from
home and family for the holidays.
Everyone can step into the past with holiday
trimmings and décor as the historic Tudor
Hall is transformed into a mid-1800’s home
for the holidays. Costumed interpreters will
provide holiday specific programming
throughout the day for this full immersion

experience. As former U.S. President Calvin
Coolidge said, “Christmas is not a time nor a
season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace
and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to
have the real spirit of Christmas.”
Soldiers throughout time spent some holidays
away from friends and family and Civil War
soldiers did as well. Visitors will have the
opportunity to see how soldiers decorated
their quarters for the holidays and celebrated
Christmas in the field while on campaign.
Costumed interpreters will portray these
soldiers and bring this special experience to
life.
All activities are included with regular park
admission and children ages 5 and under
receive free admission.
Date: December 7, Time: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Venue: Pamplin Historical Park
6125 Boydton Plank Road
Petersburg, VA 23803
Phone: 804-861-2408
Website: pamplinpark.org
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33rd Annual Court End Christmas
Location: ACWM–White House of the
Confederacy
Co-sponsors and Partners: The Valentine
Museum
The 33rd annual Court End Christmas will
take place Sunday, December 8, from noon- 4
p.m. This community tradition also includes
free admission and shuttle transportation to
the following historic sites:
- The Valentine
- The Valentine First Freedom Center
- The Governor's Mansion
- The Virginia State Capitol
- Monumental Church
- The John Marshall House
- Historic St. John's Church
- Masons' Hall
- The American Civil War Museum's White
House of the Confederacy
Court End Christmas attendees can also enjoy
children’s
activities,
performances,
refreshments,
gift
shops,
music,
entertainment, tours and much more. Ardent
Craft Ales and 103.7 Play will be on-site at the
Valentine.
Cost: FREE
Program Date: Sunday, December 8, 2019 12:00pm

History Happy Hour RVA: Plenty of
Blame to Share
Location: Triple Crossing Beer–Fulton | 5203
Hatcher St, Richmond, VA 23231
Ambrose Burnside is remembered for some
doozies, but nothing quite stacks up to his illfated leadership during the battle of
Fredericksburg. While he does deserve some
of the blame, the U.S. Army’s loss there
wasn't entirely his fault.
Speaker: Chris Mackowski
Cost: Free
Program Date: Monday, December 9, 2019 6:30pm

